
Shortly after moving to Dallas, about 2 years ago, I began writing a 
children's storybook called Beyond Valley Ridge. I had just finished 
reading the Chronicles of Narnia series by C.S. Lewis and I was 
incredibly inspired by his writing style. The way that Lewis transported 
the reader to another world with ease and also how he gave his 
animal characters such complex and well-developed personalities 
blew me away, especially considering he was writing for children.  
 
Once I had completed the story, life “got in the way” and it sat 
untouched for well over a year. I had toyed with the idea of publishing 
it but became discouraged when I realized how hard it was to catch 
the eye of a traditional publishing house. Self-publishing was a more 
realistic option but unfortunately I didn’t have the funds to pursue that 
route. Well, one evening I was watching the news when a segment 
came on spotlighting Kickstarter. Kickstarter is a website that allows 
the user to create a fundraising campaign to make their creative 
ideas a reality. So after playing the “what if” game for a while I finally 
decided to use Kickstarter to raise the money I needed to self-publish 
Beyond Valley Ridge. Initially I knew that the odds were really against 
me when it came to meeting my fundraising goal, but I figured I had 
nothing to lose so why not?  
 
I created a campaign, marketed it to the best of my ability and put the 
rest in God’s hands. Knowing that I wasn’t a marketing guru and 
didn’t have friends with deep pockets, I figured reaching my goal was 
a long shot. Well lo and behold within a month I had reached my 
fundraising goal! I guess I hadn't counted on the willingness of people 
to help promote and get involved. Old friends from high school, family 
members, ex-coworkers, college buddies and even random strangers 
were willing to donate their money and spread the word! And thanks 
to one willing person, my brother-in-law Jonny, I was introduced to 
someone who was more than willing, she was eager! 
 
Ali Walls was reading some of Jonny's tweets one day, when she 
came across a link he had posted to my Kickstarter page. She 
immediately donated and then contacted me with an enthusiastic and 
encouraging message. It was evident that she was passionate about 
providing clean water to impoverished countries and as God would 
have it, so was the organization she volunteered for...enter Clear 
Blue Global Water Project.  



 
So, within a matter of days, Ali went from reading a tweet to funding 
67% of my project through Clear Blue! Oh, and did I mention that I 
only had 1 day left before my campaign closed when their donation 
came in? And, coincidently, it was 1 day after World Water Day! If 
that's not God's perfect timing, what is? 
 
The icing on the cake is that Clear Blue wants to partner up with my 
book to help raise awareness among kids and families about the 
global clean water crisis! For me this is the best part. I want nothing 
more than to get this book into the hands of kids who are eager to 
make a difference, kids who want to challenge themselves and their 
community, kids who, like David, see beyond their own "Valley 
Ridge". 
 
I feel incredibly blessed and honored to have been given this 
opportunity and to have the support of so many amazing people. 
Knowing that there are others, who share in my dream and want to 
see it come to life as much as I do, blows me away! 
 
 
 

 


